
 

Required Summer Reading for Rising 1st Grade 

Required:   

Puppy Mudge Has a Snack by Cynthia Rylant 

The big, drooly dog from the best-selling Henry and Mudge series is a puppy, 

and his adventures with his beloved friend Henry are playful. Mudge wants 

Henry's snack and the drooly puppy is too cute for Henry to resist! 
 

Choose one of the following: 

Good Night Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann 

"Good night, Gorilla," says the zookeeper. But mischievous Gorilla isn't quite 

ready to go to sleep. He'd rather follow the zookeeper on his rounds and let 

all of the other animals out of their cages. Little night owls can sneak along 

with Gorilla and see who gets the last laugh in this riotous goodnight romp. 

 

The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss characters explore the zany world of feet. 

 

All By Myself by Mercer Mayer   

All the many things a young child can do independently are demonstrated 

(tying shoes, riding bike, kicking ball), but there is one thing one cannot do 

alone. 

Bathtime for Biscuit by Alyssa Satin Capucilli  

 Biscuit the puppy runs away from his bath with his puppy friend, Puddles. 

Amazing Eyes Up Close by Melissa Stewart 

Did you know that honeybees have more than two eyes?  Or that a giant 

squid’s eyes are bigger than dinner plates? 

        (Continued on pg. 2) 



 

 

Morris the Moose by B. Wiseman   

Morris, a mixed-up moose, has difficulties differentiating among his animal 

colleagues and ultimately learns that not every animal is a moose. 

Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel 

It’s April, and Frog is looking forward to a whole year of happy times with 

his best friend, Toad. If only Toad would agree to wake up from his long 

winter nap! In the first of five short stories, clever Frog finds a way to 

rouse his sleepy friend. And as children will soon see, theirs is a marvelous 

friendship. When Frog doesn’t feel well, Toad tries to tell him a story. When 

Toad loses a button, Frog helps him look for it. When Toad goes because he 

never gets any mail, Frog tries not to laugh, and when Toad is sad because he 

never gets any mail, Frog knows just what to do. 

 
 

 

 



Dear Parents,  
  

Over the course of the school year students have learned how to choose a book that is 
“just right” for independent reading time. A “just right” book is not too hard or too easy. It 
has words they can read and understand as well as a story or topic that interests them. 
One strategy students can use to determine if a book they selected is a “just right” book 
is the I-PICK process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your child’s enjoyment and to maximize the benefits of summer reading we 
recommend you use the I-PICK process with your child for their “choice” book. First, ask 
your child to think of their purpose for reading the book. A sample answer might be “to 
get lost in a book” or “to learn more about fish.” Next, ask them about their interests. 
They might love mysteries, fantasy, dinosaurs, or funny books. Now look at the choices 
and then locate a book that best matches their purpose and interest. Lastly, have your 
child read a portion and check for understanding to see if they comprehend and to be 
sure they know almost all of the words. If the book they choose meets all the criteria 
mentioned above, then it is a “just right” book for your child! 
 
We encourage students to read independently every day over the summer 
(recommended daily reading time listed below). Our hope is that this process will 
continue to build their stamina during independent reading time and encourage a 
passion for having a book in their hands and lead to becoming a lifelong reader!  
 

Kindergarten:  5-10 minutes of reading per day 
First Grade:  10-15 minutes of reading per day 

Second Grade:  15-20 minutes of reading per day 
Third Grade:  20-25 minutes of reading per day 

Fourth Grade:  25-30 minutes of reading per day 

 
Thank you, 
 
Heather Graham 
Lower School Curriculum Coordinator 
 

I chose a book 
Purpose- why did I chose this  

book? (for learning or fun  
or both) 

Interest- does this book interest  
me? 

Comprehend- do I understand  
what I am reading? 

Know- do I know most of the  
words? 
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