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This Athletic Transportation Policy shall govern the transportation of Academy students 
to and from school-related athletic events and practices held away from the Academy’s 
campus.  The Policy is not intended to limit the ability of a parent or guardian to transport 
his or her own child to and from such an event or practice, or to limit the ability of a 
licensed student to drive herself.  Neither of these alternatives will require the execution 
of a written consent form, although a team coach independently may disallow them and 
require that a team travel using the methods that the Policy describes. 
 
A.  Vehicles/Method of Travel 
  
 1. To and From Off-Campus Athletic Events 
  For off-campus athletic events, students shall be transported in any of the 
  following: 
 

(a) in vehicles owned, leased or rented by the Academy of the Holy 
Names, including a) school buses; b) passenger cars not to exceed 
the capacity of eight persons; and c) multipurpose passenger 
vehicles designed to transport ten or fewer persons, when the same 
are not required by federal motor vehicle safety standards to 
display a rollover warning label; 

 
(b) a common carrier or commercial transportation service, such as a 

charter bus service, commercial airliner, or any other private or 
public transportation entity licensed by an appropriate 
governmental authority to carry passengers; and 

 
(c) on a case-by-case basis, in adequately insured private motor 

vehicles, but only where both a) transportation is not available, as a 
practical matter, in a vehicle owned, leased or rented by the 
Academy, and b) each student’s parent or guardian has given 
advance written consent. 

 
 2. To and From Off-Campus Practices 

There are several sports where, because of the nature of the sport and/or 
the absence of appropriate facilities at AHN, off-campus practices will be 
conducted on a regular basis.  Some examples of off-campus practice 
locations are a local golf course for the golf team’s practice sessions, or a 
local park for the cross-country team’s training runs.  AHN may use 
owned, leased or rented motor vehicles to transport team members in such 
circumstances.  However, when a practice site is judged by AHN to be 
within a reasonable driving distance of the Academy’s campus, and where 
parental or guardian consent has been secured in advance and in writing, 
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adequately-insured private vehicles driven by licensed parents or 
guardians, or by licensed team members, may be used. 

 
 3. Safety Considerations, General 

Regardless of the means of transportation or whether transportation is 
being provided to a practice or to an athletic event, all students must sit in 
designated seating areas, and available seat belts must be used unless a 
student’s physical condition prohibits such use.  All equipment which 
could shift on impact or upon a sudden stop shall be securely fastened, and 
shall not block any aisle or exit. 

 
4. Non-Emergency Illness or Injury at an Off-Campus Athletic Event or 

Practice 
When a student at an off-campus athletic event or practice suffers a non-
emergency illness or injury, an adequately-insured, privately-owned 
vehicle may be used to transport the student home or to a medical 
treatment facility, if a) the student’s parents or guardian cannot be 
contacted, or are unable to provide such transport; b) proper adult 
supervision is available at the location to which the student is being 
transported; c) the transportation is approved by the principal, the 
principal’s designee, or in their absence, the highest-ranking AHN 
administrator, teacher or coach available under the circumstances; and d) 
in a situation where the student’s parents or guardian cannot be reached, 
where continuing efforts are made to notify the parents or guardian of the 
transportation. 

 
 5. Emergency Situations 

Notwithstanding anything in this policy to the contrary, with respect to 
vehicles/method of travel, in any emergency situation at an athletic 
practice or event that constitutes an imminent threat to student health or 
safety, school personnel may take whatever transportation actions are 
necessary under the circumstances to protect student health and safety. 

 
 
B.  Approved Drivers 
 

1. Vehicles Owned, Leased or Rented by AHN 
All persons driving a school bus to an off-campus athletic event or 
practice shall be employed by the Academy of the Holy Names, possess a 
driver’s license with a “school bus” or “passenger” endorsement, and have 
successfully met all driver training and physical examination requirements 
mandated by the State of Florida.  All school bus drivers also must have a 
safe driving record and be capable of preparing a written report.  All 
persons driving an Academy-owned, leased, or rented vehicle other than a 
school bus shall be employed by AHN and possess a driver’s license. 
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 2. Parents and Guardians 
The parent or guardian of an AHN student may transport other students to 
and from an off-campus athletic event only in the circumstances described 
in sections (A)(1)(c), (A)(4) and (A)(5) of this Policy.  The parent or 
guardian of an AHN student may transport other students to and from an 
off-campus practice in a privately-owned vehicle only if the parent or 
guardian is licensed and the parent or guardian of each student to be 
transported has consented in advance in writing. 

 
3. Students 

An AHN student may transport other students to and from an off-campus 
athletic event only in the circumstances described in sections (A)(1)(c), 
(A)(4) and (A)(5) of this Policy.  Where the student is licensed to drive, 
and the parent or guardian of each student to be transported has consented 
in advance in writing, the student may transport other students to an off-
campus practice. 

 
 4. Emergency Situations 

Notwithstanding anything in this policy to the contrary, with respect to 
drivers, in any emergency situation at an athletic practice or event that 
constitutes an imminent threat to student health or safety, school personnel 
may take whatever transportation actions are necessary under the 
circumstances to protect student health and safety. 
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Athletic Transportation Consent and Release Form 
(1/27/05) 

 
1.  I am the parent or guardian of ____________________________________________, 
an Academy of the Holy Names student who participates in a sport or sports for the 
Academy.  I understand that the Academy may use school-owned, leased or rented 
vehicles to transport my child or ward to off-campus athletic events and practices, or may 
engage chartered or other commercial forms of transportation for such purposes.  I 
additionally understand that in the case of school-owned, leased or rented vehicles, the 
drivers of such vehicles shall be employed by the Academy and possess valid, non-
suspended driver’s licenses. 
 
2.  On a case-by-case basis and when transportation is not available, as a practical matter, 
in a vehicle owned, leased or rented by the Academy, I understand that transportation of 
my child or ward to off-campus athletic events may occur in adequately insured, private 
motor vehicles.  In most circumstances, drivers will be licensed Academy employees, but 
there may be instances where the parent of another Academy student, or a licensed 
Academy student, will be asked to drive.  Private, insured motor vehicles driven by 
parents or licensed students additionally may be used for transportation when a student 
suffers a non-emergency illness or injury at an off-campus event, if the student’s parent 
or guardian cannot be contacted and where proper adult supervision is available at the 
location to which the student is being transported, or during emergency situations. 
 
3.  There are some sports, including but not limited to golf and cross-country, where off-
campus practices will occur on a regular basis.  It is possible that the Academy will use 
vehicles that it owns, leases or rents for transportation to such practices.  However, when 
an off-campus practice is held at a site that, in the Academy’s judgment, is a reasonable 
driving distance from the Academy’s campus, students on the relevant team who possess 
drivers’ licenses will be permitted to other team members to and from the practices in 
adequately-insured personal vehicles.  Licensed parents and guardians of team members 
also may transport students to such practices, again in private vehicles bearing sufficient 
insurance coverage. 
 
4.  I have checked one of the two options below, to indicate my specific consent or non-
consent to transportation in a private vehicle: 
 

 I AUTHORIZE the transport of my child or ward to and from off-campus  ٱ
athletic events, and to and from off-campus practice sessions, in a private motor 
vehicle in the circumstances described by this Consent and Release. 

 
 I DO NOT AUTHORIZE the private transportation described by this Consent  ٱ
and Release. 

 
5.  In consideration for the Academy’s transportation, or arrangement of transportation, 
of my child or ward to and from off-campus athletic events and practices, and according 
to the terms of this Consent and Release, I agree, for my child or ward, and for my child 



Page 5 of 3 

or ward’s heirs, parents, guardians, representatives, successors and assigns, to fully 
release and hold harmless the Academy of the Holy Names and its employees, 
administrators, directors, trustees, affiliates and insurers (the “released individuals”) from 
any and all injuries, damages, or losses of any kind to my child or ward arising out of or 
related to said transportation, to include injuries suffered in a vehicular accident.  I 
acknowledge that this Release shall waive all rights to pursue relief for injuries, damages 
or losses against the released individuals in any forum and under any theory, including 
theories of contract and tort, for the transportation described.  I further acknowledge that 
with respect to said transportation, this Consent and Release unequivocally is intended to 
waive all claims against the released individuals for their own negligence or gross 
negligence. 
 
6.  Notwithstanding anything in this Consent and Release to the contrary, this document 
shall not waive any claims related to the operation of a vehicle by an employee of the 
Academy who is under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs, or of any legal substance 
that materially impairs his or her ability to operate the vehicle, or who does not possess a 
valid, non-suspended driver’s license. 
 
7.  This Consent and Release is effective as of the date written below, and is to be 
construed according to the law of Florida.  This Consent and Release is intended to apply 
to the transportation of my child or ward both now and in the future, and may be 
modified only in a writing signed by both me and an authorized representative of the 
Academy.  If any portion of this Consent and Release is found invalid or overbroad by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, I agree that the remaining portions shall continue in full 
effect, or that the Consent and Release will be modified to the minimum extent required 
to ensure validity, as appropriate. 
 
Date__________________________________ 
 
 
 
Printed Name_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature____________________________________________ 

 
 


